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El Nathan Hudgins
Facing the Frontier with Faith, Family & Friends

by Jo Ann Compton
edited from the Grapevine’s Most Unforgettable Characters book

El Nathan Hudgins is credited as the founder of the 
Methodist Church in Grapevine. He was one of the 

founding fathers in the Peters Colony for the settlement 
of the town of Grapevine during the westward trek of the 
early pioneers. El Nathan was a forward thinker, a hard 
worker, a good Christian man devoted to his family, and 
generous with his gifts to church, family, community and 
fellowship of believers.

The Hudgins Family
El Nathan was born in 1814, in Tennessee. His parents, 
Benjamin J. and Martha Ellis Hudgins, moved their 
family of 12 to Alabama when Nathan was a small child. 
El Nathan accepted Christ as his Savior at the age of 
six, during a family prayer time. He was a thinking and 
practicing Christian from this time until the end of his life. 
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Nathan was enrolled as a second lieutenant in Company B 
of the Mounted Alabama Volunteers on October 1837, in 
the war with the Indians, known as the Seminole War. He 
was discharged at Fort Mitchell in April 1838.

Even Nathan’s name is interesting. In some records his 
name was written as “Enoch N. Hudgins.” Another account 
stated that originally the name was spelled “Elnathan.” This 
was the name of his maternal great grandfather, a Baptist 
minister in North and South Carolina. His name was 
changed into two words - El Nathan - after he was grown. 
He was affectionately known as “Brother,” “Parson,” and 
“Uncle.”

Nathan was married first to Sarah T. Proctor. They lived 
in Bellefonte, Alabama, where he ran a store and farmed 
his land. The couple came to Texas in 1854. At that time, 
they had seven children: John P., Franklin L., James C., 
William David, Mary E. “Molly,” Sarah Ann, and Thomas 
Benjamin. Two more girls, Catherine and Laura, were 
born after they settled in Texas. Sarah did not recover from 
the birth of her youngest child, Laura; she died of blood 
poisoning on January 24, 1859, and is buried at Minters 
Chapel Cemetery.

Nathan married again to Susan Baker, in March 1860. Susan 
had come from Denton County to care for the children and 
keep house after Sarah’s death. Nathan and Susan were the 
parents of ten children: Joseph D., Frances M., Ellen, Martha, 
twins Liza and Lucy, Ida, El Nathan Jr., Minnie, and Lena. 
They were married 35 years. Susan preceded him in death 
on July 6, 1895. Nathan died March 14, 1901. They are both 
buried in the Grapevine Cemetery.

“Better to wear out than rust out...”
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Hudgins & the Methodist Church
The beginning of church services in early Grapevine started 
as an interdenominational worship in different families’ 
homes. Later the families gathered at the Hudgins’ home on 
Sundays and Wednesday evenings. This schedule lasted for 
twelve years. During the winter months, the worshippers 
gathered around the fireplace. In the summer, they gathered 
in the brush arbor apart from the house so they would have 
a summer breeze. 

Saturdays were especially busy times for the Hudgins 
family because of the preparations for worship services 
in their home. Each child had an assigned chore to fulfill. 
All food was cooked on Saturday for the church dinner 
on Sunday. Wood had to be cut so it would be available 
for the fireplace. Clean clothes were ready for each family 
member to wear for the Sabbath Day. The household was a 
beehive of activity on Saturday so Sunday would be a day 
of worship and fellowship. 

As the numbers grew, the Methodists and the Baptists 
decided mutually to have separate services. Nathan gave land 
to build the first Methodist Church in 1873. 

El Nathan Hudgins was never admitted into the traveling 
connection of Methodist circuit pastors, but filled several 
charges as a supply pastor. He was licensed to preach in 
1855, ordained deacon in 1866, and ordained elder in 1868.

Nathan’s frequent words that reflected his life were, 
“BETTER TO WEAR OUT THAN RUST OUT.”

We as the congregation of First United Methodist Church, 
Grapevine, Texas, can only imagine what El Nathan would 
say about the church he established 150 years ago. No 
doubt, he would be grateful that we have continued what 
he started... the Christian teaching of our children and the 
spreading of the Gospel in our community and the world. •

“Better to wear out than rust out...”
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Methodist History in Grapevine
by David Florence

edited by Melissia Mason

When we began to plan our 150th anniversary celebration, the 
subject of a historical marker came up. Although we have had 
a City of Grapevine marker for many years, we had not been 
granted a Texas State Historical Marker. For the occasion of our 
150th anniversary, an application was made and granted. David 
Florence composed the following history to submit to the Texas 
State Historical Commission.

In October of 1844, commissioners from the Republic of 
Texas met with representatives of approximately a dozen 

Indian tribes and concluded a peace treaty. The meeting 
occurred at Grapevine Springs, near present day Coppell, 
Texas. The signing of this treaty opened up the area for 
settlement. 

In 1852, William Dooley received his land grant of 320 acres 
which was located in the middle of present day Grapevine. 
That same year he sold the land to James P. Hallford for 
$100. In 1854 Hallford sold it to E. Nathan Hudgins for $675. 

El Nathan Hudgins, a circuit riding lay preacher, is 
considered to be the father of the Grapevine Methodist 
Church. Reverend El Nathan Hudgins was born in 1814 
and came to Texas from Bellefonte, Alabama in 1854. The 
work of a circuit rider was strenuous and dangerous work. 
As Nathan’s grandson, Victor Tinsley, recalls, “I have heard 
stories of Indians chasing him (Rev. Hudgins) as he rode 
horseback to Jacksboro to preach.” After the necessities of 
food and shelter were secured, early Grapevine residents 
sought formal spiritual guidance. At first, early settlers of 
all denominations met in various homes. Soon the meetings 
settled into one home, that of Reverend E. N. Hudgins, who 
conducted Sunday and mid-week services. Seeking a more 
regular church organization, Rev. Hudgins arranged for the 
establishment of the Grapevine Methodist Episcopal Church 
South in 1866 in the Hudgins home. 

Charter members of the new church were Rev. E. N. Hudgins 
and wife, Susan; their daughter, Mollie Hudgins; Phil D. 
Hudgins and wife, Mary; Amos Quayle and wife, Mattie; 
and Angelina Starr. Mrs. Starr’s husband, Rev. Daniel Starr, 
was an itinerant preacher on the circuit and did not place 
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his name on the role, although he 
attended the meeting. Rev. John C. 
Smith was named the first pastor. 
The congregation continued to meet 
in the Hudgins home until 1873. 

On January 25, 1872, E. N. Hudgins 
and Susan L. Hudgins executed a 
deed to approximately two acres of 
their land, directing that “a house or 
place of worship for the use of the 
members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South” be erected. 

The following year, a church 
building was erected on this tract of 
land that would later be designated 
422 Church Street. This must not 
have been a very sturdy structure, 
however, as it was blown down by a 
windstorm during a prayer meeting 
and was rebuilt in 1887. 

Construction of a larger church 
on the same site was completed in 
1901. This frame building had a bell 

tower with a large bell 
which was tolled after 
funerals as the funeral 

procession proceeded in 
buggies to the cemetery. That 

same year, Rev. Hudgins 
passed away. In honor of 
this legacy, a stained glass 
window with Rev. Hudgins’ 
portrait was installed in the 
rear of the sanctuary of this 
church. This window can still 
be seen in the Roundtable 
Sunday School classroom.

 

The original 
church bell is still 

displayed as part of the  
sign on Church Street.
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From 1901 until the beginning of the First World 
War, attendance at the Sunday morning worship 
services averaged between 60 and 70. Interestingly, 
during the years from 1919 to 1928, attendance 
ranged from 60 to 80, while during the depression 
years, attendance rose to around 100 without the 
benefit of population growth in the town. 

Around this time the church became interested in missionary 
work outside the area and on foreign fields. As the women saw 
the need for more cooperation, they decided in 1910 that the 
Home and Foreign Missionary Societies would merge into one 
organization called the Women’s Missionary Society. Although 
the name has changed over the years, the organization still 
thrives as the United Methodist Women.

Women 
of the church 

created the first 
organized mission 
efforts through the 
Women’s Mission 

Society.
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In 1935 the frame building was demolished and 
replaced by a larger two-story brick church 
having a capacity of 250 in the sanctuary. A 
masonry sign above the entry door stated 
“M.E. Church South”, reflecting the 
division of Methodist churches in the 
northern and southern states during the 
civil war. This sign became a historical 
oddity when the northern and southern 
churches re-united in 1939. 

In 1932 the young men’s Sunday School 
class built a small log cabin north of the 
sanctuary with their own hands. This cabin served as 

Sunday School classrooms until 1966 when it was moved 
and donated to the Boy Scouts. 

In 1937 a tradition began at the Grapevine 
Methodist Church which continues to this 
day... the annual Candle Lighting Service at 
Christmas. Both adult and children’s choirs 
participated in singing songs and hymns 
celebrating the birth of Christ. The services 

culminated in the passing of a candle flame from 
person to person while the choirs and congregation 

sang “Joy to the World” as they filed out of the 
sanctuary. 

Our 
connection 

to the Boy Scout 
organization dates back 

to 1913, when Troop 7 was 
brought to Grapevine by 

Benjamin Wall. We currently 
charter Boy Scout Troops 

4 & 700, & Cub Scout 
Troops 4 & 817.
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Due to continued increase in membership, it became 
necessary to build an educational wing of classrooms in 1955. 
This building was placed just west of the sanctuary. 

To make full use of the facilities and to provide a much-
needed service to the growing community, a Pre-School 
Program was begun in September of 1966 with six five-year-
old children and one teacher. The program proved so popular 
that classes were added regularly, a Mother’s Day Out was 
included, and the program became known as the Creative 
Learning Center. Scholarships were available for needy 
families, in accordance with the outreach focus of the church. 

The Creative Learning Center continued as a major mission 
of the church until 2013. The church is committed to reviving 
the program with a renewed focus on unmet needs for 
preschool education in our area. 

Founders Chapel
In 1966 a new sanctuary designed for 450 worshippers was 
constructed just northwest of the 1935 building, which was 
demolished in 1978. Inside the new building were numerous 
stained glass windows depicting symbols from the Old and 
New Testaments. The full length stained glass window 
behind the choir depicts a sunburst behind a Latin cross. 
This building program also produced additional classrooms, 
offices, a kitchen, parlor and fellowship hall. This Sanctuary is 
now called Founders Chapel.

In 1968, the church was renamed “The First United Methodist 
Church, Grapevine, Texas,” reflecting the merger of the 
national Methodist Church and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, creating what is now known as the United 
Methodist Church. 
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Thrift Shop
In 1978 the Thrift Shop was opened in a children’s classroom. 
Initially, its main purpose was to provide gently used clothing 
to underprivileged children at a negligible price. With clothes 
generously donated by church members, and advertised by 
word of mouth and a few well-placed signs, the shop was an 
instant success. The Thrift Shop grew into a house, and then 
to a larger one on College Street, which it has occupied for 
many years. The Thrift Shop has recently moved into a large 
building across Church Street, which was previously the home 
of Grapevine’s Senior Activity Center. It continues to serve 
the clothing and household needs of children and adults in the 
community. 
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Family Life Center
In 1986 construction was completed on the multi-purpose 
Family Life Center, which included a basketball court, 
classrooms, offices, kitchen, and dining facilities. Currently, 
a contemporary worship service is held in the Family Life 
Center each Sunday, neighborhood meals are held monthly, 
and the space is used regularly for basketball, after-school 
programs, mission projects, and other activities. 
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Sanctuary
During the 1990’s, population growth boomed in the Grapevine 
area. As the church family and community grew, Sunday 
mornings became overcrowded. The church adapted to those 
changes by undertaking the construction of the current sanctuary, 
which was completed in 2002. 

This Sanctuary continues to serve as a sacred space for 
weddings, funerals, and weekly worship.

In the fall of 2016, organ pipes (which were a part of the original 
plan) were to be installed.
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The  stained glass 
windows, organ pipes and 

many of the furnishings in our 
worship spaces were donated in 
honor and memory of members 

and their loved ones.
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The Ministry Mile & The Villages
Dr. Ken Diehm was appointed as senior pastor in 2005.  
Dr. Diehm helped renew the church’s commitment to 
missions and outreach. Establishing the “Ministry Mile,” the 
church began ministries to meet the needs of people living 
within a one mile radius (more or less) of the church. Once 
a month, a “Be Our Guest Neighborhood Meal” is served in 
the evening. Anyone who wishes to share a free meal served 
by the church is welcome to attend. 

Soon, “The Villages” concept evolved, in which the 
church adopted specific “villages” in different parts of 
the world... Ntumburi in Kenya, Las Juntas in Costa Rica, 
Riga in Latvia, and the Shady Oaks Mobile Home Park in 
Grapevine. The focus of the Villages ministry is to develop 
relationships with the people in each Village and work 
together to change the lives of the people.

Regular overseas mission trips are made to Kenya, Costa 
Rica and Latvia each year to maintain these relationships, 
work together, and further the ministry of the church. In 
Grapevine, regular fiestas are held and volunteers provide 
free materials and labor to repair and update homes in the 
Shady Oaks Mobile Home Park. 
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Kenya

Costa Rica

Grapevine

Latvia
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In 2008, Rev. Armando Alvarado was appointed as our 
first bilingual pastor. The church began to focus on adding 
Hispanic Ministries to the ever-growing outreach of the 
church. After months of building relationships and trust within 
the community, a bilingual worship service was started. 

Bilingual Worship & 
Hispanic Ministries

Over the years, the Hispanic Ministry has grown to include 
Bible studies, after-school programs, United Methodist 
Women and Iron Men groups, musical groups and 
community outreach programs.

First United Methodist Church has become home to Justice 
for Our Neighbors DFW, a faith-based ministry that seeks 
to benefit the newcomers in our midst through education, 
advocacy and legal services.

In the fall of 2015, the church started a new venture called 
the Hispanic Ministries Institute. This program invites 
church leaders from all over the area to come learn more 
about developing ministries that will attract diverse peoples 
to the message of the church. 
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Today...
First United Methodist Church in Grapevine has expanded 
its ministries to include over 100 opportunities to serve and 
reach the community. Four worship services are held each 
Sunday, along with Sunday School for all ages and weekday 
Bible studies.

Our focus is on the word “caring.” We partner with 
the Grapevine community to serve our children, 

our schools, our families and those who are in 
need. Our local outreach ministries focus on 
feeding the hungry, providing educational 
support, bringing people together for 
fellowship, and building relationships across 
the community. Our global outreach draws us 

into relationships with God’s people around the 
world. We are committed to our relationships 

with our four “Villages” - in Kenya, Latvia, Costa 
Rica and right here in Grapevine.

Current membership stands at over 2,800. Numbers are 
important, but as Rev. Hudgins said 150 years ago, it is not 
the quantity of members, but the quality, the commitment, 
the faith, the vision, and the spiritual maturity of believers 
which perpetuates the ministry of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in His Church. •

In 2009, Heritage United Methodist Church (formerly 
Minter’s Chapel) approached First United Methodist 
Church with a vision to merge the two churches into one 
congregation. The merger was finalized in the fall, and 
the congregations became one church with two campuses. 
The merging of these church families brought together 
two groups of people who had been committed 
to reaching out to Grapevine and surrounding 
communities since their early beginnings. The 
Heritage property was sold in 2016, and a 
portion of the proceeds was set aside to fund a 
new church plant in the future.

Heritaqe Merge

Minter’s 
Chapel was 

organized in 1854 
and is considered to 

be the oldest Methodist-
roots congregation in 

Tarrant County. We are 
blessed to be a part of 

that legacy. 
•
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Acolytes | Adult Discipleship | Altar Guild | Angel Food | Angel Tree | Angel Wings | Angels on Call |  

Be Our Guest | Bereavement Team | Biblical Archaeology | Blankets of Hope | Blood Drive 

Boy Scouts | Bread of Life | CAFE | Campus Angels | Chancel Choir | Chancel Orchestra |  

Chapel Ensemble | Children’s Ministries | Children’s Worship Arts | College & Young Adults 

| Communion Servers | Compassion Ministries | Connect | Connections | Costa Rica Village | 

Evangelism | Faith Builders | Feed Our Kids | Fellowship | First Church String Band | Fishers of Men | 

Flower Delivery | Friends of the Choir  | Furnishing Hope | Gardening on the Grounds | Generations 

GIFT | Girl Scouts | God Can | GRACE Partnership | Grace Notes | Grapevine Village | Grayful 

Spirits | Handyman on Call | Helping Hands | Hispanic Ministries | Hispanic Ministry Institute | Iron 

Men | Journey’s Foundation | Justice For Our Neighbors | Kenya AIDS Orphans | Kenya Village |  

Latvia Village | Library | Link | Media Ministries | Methodist Children’s Home  Bikes | Missions | 

Music Ministries | Never Go Hungry Casseroles | New Horizon | Office Volunteers | Open Door |  

Pan de Vida | Pathfinders | Pew Back Team | Photographers | Pilates | Prayer Team | Project Read | 

Project Repair | Respecting Choices | Roundtable | Seasonal Decorating | Seekers | Singles | Softball 

| Spiritual Formation |  Stephen Ministry | Support Our Military | The SLAB | The Well | Thrift Shop | 

Tweens |  UMCOR | United Methodist Women | Vacation Bible School | Van Drivers  | VAST (Valuable 

After-School Time) | Visiting Angels | Weekend Food | Welcoming Ministries | Youth Ministries

booklet-6inx9in-h.indd   20 9/9/2016   5:13:51 PM



21

booklet-6inx9in-h.indd   21 9/9/2016   5:13:59 PM



22

1854-1865  Rev. El Nathan Hudgins (Pre-Charter) 
1865-1867  Rev. John Calvin Smith (Charter in 1866) 
1867-1869  Rev. William E. Bates 
1869-1870  Rev. J. P. Rogers 
1870-1871  Rev. Melville Campbell Blackburn 
1871-1872  Rev. Samuel S. Cobb 
1872-1876  Rev. L. M. White 
1876-1878  Rev. William. S. May 
1878-1880  Rev. L. M. White 
1880-1882  Rev. Marcus Hiram Cullum 
1882-1884  Rev. J. W. Chalk 
1884-1885  Rev. H. S. P. Ashby 
1885-1886  Rev. Jeremiah Fields Sherwood 
1886-1888  Rev. Ben H. Bounds 
1888-1891  Rev. William H. Stephenson 
1891-1893  Rev. Samuel Weaver 
1893-1894  Rev. H. P. Shrader 
1894-1896  Rev. Andrew Thomas Culbertson 
1896-1900  Rev. W. N. Curry 
1900-1901  Rev. Milton Koger Little 
1901-1902  Rev. John Mussett 
1902-1904  Rev. Murray M. Morphis 

1904-1905   Rev. C. B. Smith 
1905-1909   Rev. Marcus Stewart Leveridge 
1909-1910   Rev. Isaac Elisha Hightower 
1910-1911   Rev. W. H. Harris 
1911-1912   Rev. Joseph Thomas Bloodworth 
1912-1914   Rev. A. J. Ruffner 
Dec 1914-1916  Rev. George Floyd Kornegay 
1916-1917   Rev. Oliver Cromwell Swinney 
1917-1919   Rev. C. Q. Smith 
1919-1923   Rev. Charles Wesley Irvin 
1923-1925   Rev. Charles Ozier Hightower 
1925-1929   Rev. L. Pat Leach 
1929-1930   Rev. F. L. Wilshire 
1930-1931   Rev. R. E. Briggs 
1931-1932   Rev. L. W. Seymour 
1932-1933   Rev. R. E. Nollner 
1933-1934   Rev. W. T. Boulware 
1934-1937   Rev. J. D. Ramsey 
1937-1938   Rev. John Chisolm 
1938-1941   Rev. A. W. Franklin 
1941-1942   Rev. Jack Whitaker (7 months) 
1942-1944   Rev. J. F. Adams 

150+ Years of Pastors...
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1944-1945   Rev. George Sheare 
1945-1950   Rev. Wayne Reynolds 
1950-1959   Rev. Ross Smith 
Spring 1959   Rev. Sam Mohundro (Interim) 
1959-1961   Rev. John Allen 
1961-1963   Rev. John Merritt 
Aug 1963-1967 Rev. R. A. Brooks, Jr 
1967-1971   Rev. Fred Adams 
1971-1972   Rev. John Taylor 
Jan 1973-1978  Rev. Bill Goodwin 
1978-1979   Rev. Don Kelley 
Feb 1979-1987 Dr. James D. Abel 
Feb 1987-1990 Rev. Larry M. Van Zile 
1990-1993  Dr. J. Eric McKinney 
1993-2005  Dr. Timothy C. Walker 
2005-2011  Dr. Ken Diehm
Spring 2011  Dr. J. Eric McKinney (Interim)
2011-   Rev. John Mollet

Associate Pastors:
1977-1983 Rev. Gary Kindley
1982-1983 Rev. Ronald Albertson
1983-1987 Rev. James Olney
1987-1989 Rev. Myron Madden
1989-1990 Rev. Nancy York
1990-1994 Rev. Timothy Thomas
1994-1996 Rev. Art Torpy
1996-2004 Dr. Cindy Ryan
1996-2005 Rev. Katie Long
1998-2002 Rev. Charles Graff
1999-2003 Rev. Kissa Hamilton Vaughn
2005-2015 Rev. Rick Mang
2005-2014 Rev. Nathan Firmin
2007-2016 Dr. Cindy Ryan
2008-  Rev. Armando Alvarado
2009-2013 Rev. Louis Carr
2015-  Rev. Jennifer Pick
2016-  Rev. Grant Palma
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First    United    Methodist    Church
422 Church Street | Grapevine, TX 76051

817-481-2559 | www.firstmethodistgrapevine.org
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